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Steve Phurrough, MD, MPA 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 
Coverage and Analysis Group 
Mailstop C 1-09-06 
7500 Security Boulevard 
Baltimore, MD 2 1244 

Re: CMS recognition of the NCCN Drug Biologics Compendium 

Dear Dr. Phurrough: 

ImClone Systems Incorporated (ImClone Systems) requests, as part of the open comment 
period, that the Center for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) add the National 
Comprehensive Cancer Network Drugs & Biologics Compendium (NCCN Compendium) 
to the list of compendia specified in Section 1861(t)(2)(B)(ii)(I) of the Social Security 
Act. This section lists certain compendia recognized by CMS and allows CMS to name 
additional compendia for recognition. 

ImClone Systems 

ImClone Systems Incorporated is a biophamaceutical company committed to advancing 
oncology care by developing and commercializing a portfolio of targeted biologic 
treatments designed to address the medical needs of patients with a variety of cancers. 
The Company's research and development programs include growth factor blockers and 
angiogenesis inhibitors. The company's first approved product, ~ r i b i t u x ~  (cetuximab), 
has been approved by the Food and Drug Administration for the treatment of irinotecan 
refractory or intolerant EGFR-expressing metastatic colorectal cancer and for locally 
advanced, recurrent or metastatic head and neck cancer. 

NCCN Compendium 

As outlined in the Federal Register of November 27, 2007, the NCCN Compendium 
appears to satisfy the CMS definition of a compendium. The NCCN Compendium is a 
comprehensive listing of cancer chemotherapeutics and biologics that provides 
information on recommended uses in specific cancers, dose and schedules for 
administration and links to pharmacology data for every compound. In addition, it is our 
understanding that the NCCN Compendium was scored very positively by the Medicare 
Evidence Development and Coverage Advisory Committee (MedCAC) regarding the 
established attributes of a desirable compendium. 




