
National Weather Service
Definitions for SEVERE WEATHR

SEVERE THUNDERSTORM: a thunderstorm that produces one or more of the following:
● hail 1 inch or greater
● damage to trees, telephone/utility poles and/or any structure
● winds greater than 58 mph
● tornado

SIGNIFICANT SEVERE: if any of the following hazards occur:
● hail 2 inch or greater
● winds of at least 75 mph
● tornado of at least EF-2 rating

Lightning (and the resulting thunder) is what makes a storm a thunderstorm but does not make
one severe.



National Weather Service
Definitions for SEVERE WEATHR

SEVERE THUNDERSTORM WATCH /BE PREPARED/ - issued when severe
thunderstorms are possible. The watch is issued for a large area and is usually in effect for
several hours.

SEVERE THUNDERSTORM WARNING /TAKE ACTION/ - issued when severe weather is
imminent or occurring and is usually in effect for about an hour. Wireless Emergency Alert
(WEA) is issued when a “Destructive” tag is used for the potential for wind 80+ MPH or greater
and/or hail 2.75 inches (baseball) or larger.
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TORNADO WATCH /BE PREPARED/ - issued when severe thunderstorms also may
produce tornadoes. The watch is issued for a large area and is usually in effect for several hours.

TORNADO WARNING /TAKE ACTION/ - issued when a tornado is imminent or occurring
and is usually in effect for 45 minutes or less. Wireless Emergency Alert (WEA) is issued with
all tornado warnings.
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TORNADO: a funnel-shaped cloud extending downward from the base of a severe
thunderstorm which is rapidly rotating and comes into contact with the ground or any objects on
the ground

WATERSPOUT: a tornado that occurs over the waters

FUNNEL CLOUD: a funnel-shaped cloud extending downward from the base of a
thunderstorm which is rapidly rotating and does NOT come into contact with the ground or
objects on the ground
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