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The Snowpack Cometh!

(And Other Literary References)

It was an interesting January, to say the least.
As my coworker put it, “January 2012 in
Boise was a tale of two halves.” (I think he
prides himself as the Charles Dickens of our
office.) When analyzed separately, these
halves (January Ist through I5th and |6th
through 3lst, respectively) were like night
and day; Jekyll and Hyde.

The first half was among the four driest Janu-
ary periods on record—all with no measur-
able precipitation. The last time Boise had a
first half of January this dry was 1897. 1897!

The second half, on the other hand, was the
fourth wettest on record with 2.72 inches of
liquid precipitation recorded at the airport.

Not since 1970, have we seen this time

dage Winds

National Weather Service - Boise, Idaho

frame as
wet.
When

put together, these two halves still made for
a month with above average precipitation. In
fact, it was the most monthly precipitation
Boise’s seen since December of 2010. It will
also go down as the fourth wettest January
in Jerome and the |2th wettest in Burns,
Oregon.

To see more January climate specifics for
Boise, including daily data, click here.

(Oh! And a mighty big thanks goes out to
Charles Dickens, aka Josh Smith, and Dave
Groenert for their collection and summari-
zation of this data.)

The image below is the snow depth data from the Bogus Basin SnoTel observing site. Note the rapid gains in

snow depth during the week of January |8th through 23rd.
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http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/climate/monthdisp.php?stn=KBOI&year=2012&mon=1&wfo=boi&p=precipitation
http://www.weather.gov/boise

PAGE 2

1-800-882-1428

24-HR SPOTTER HOTLINE

Water Supply Forecasting 101

NRCS many SnoTel sites and snow courses
across the West. A snow course is a permanent

Q: What is a water supply forecast?

A water supply forecast is a prediction of stream-
flow volume at one particular stream point during
a specified season—typically, spring and early sum-
mer. Water supply forecasts are used to deter-
mine an upcoming surplus (or shortage) of water

for land use, irrigation, etc.

Q: How is a water supply forecast

made?

In the Intermountain West, water supply is al-
most exclusively dependent on the cool
season snowpack. Therefore, snowpack
measurements are critical to understand-
ing the next season’s water supply. The
National Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS) and National Weather Service
work in conjunction collecting snowpack
data and translating this information (via
statistical models) into a water supply
forecast...which is then used by both pub-

lic and private entities.

Q: Where and how are snow-
pack measurements made?

On January 25th, Google unveiled a
new feature of Google Maps—
Google Public Alerts. Now, when
searching via Google Maps, relevant
public safety information will be
highlighted and overlayed, with alert
details listed in a left-side column.
(See image at right. )

These alerts include (but are not
limited to) NWS’ Watches, Warn-
ings, and Advisories, and U.S. Geo-
logical Survey (USGS) alerts. If more
information is sought about an alert
in your area, one can click on the
specific alert to retrieve the “alert

Snowpack data are collected from the
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site where manual measurements of snow depth
and snow water equivalent are taken by trained
hydrologists. For more on water supply forecast-
ing:

NRCS’ Water Supply Forecasting Primer

Below is an image from January 31st, in which NWS Hy-

drologist, Troy Lindquist, (left) and NRCS Water Supply

Goc ,316 public alerts

Important alerts from across the web when and where they're needed most. Learn more

Show: all alerts, in alllocations, sorted by relevance

Blizzard Warning for Central Aleuians
Alaska

Biinding snow, deep dits, and

dangerous vind chil lkely.

Alett active for next 18 hours

weather.gov

Winter Storm Warning in Northern Maine
Heavy snow, heavy reezing rain,

or heavy sleet is imminent.

Alett active for next 9 hours

Winter Storm Warning in Northern Maine
Heavy snow, heavy freezing rain

or heavy sleet is imminent.

Alt activ for next 9 hours

Winter Storm Warning in Northern Maine
Heavy snow, heavy freezing rain

or heauy sieet is imminent

Alett active for next 9 hours

High Wind Warning for Coachelia Valley
Califoria

Sustained high winds are expected.

Alett active for next 1 day. 2 hours

weather.gov

High Wind Warning in Southwestern

California

winds are expected.
1 day, 2 hours.

text” from the originating authority. An example
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boogle Adds Emergency Alerts
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Specialist, Ron Abramovich, (right) take snow measure-

ments at the snow course near Mores Creek Summit.
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(Continued on page 3)



http://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/factpub/wsf_primer.html
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a NWS Flood Warning for northern Indiana.

Too see current Google Public Alerts:

http://www.google.org/publicalerts

For more information about

Google Public Alerts:

http://blog.google.org/2012/01/public-alerts-now-

on-google-maps.html

Weather In The News

§ Top 10 U.S. Climate & Weather Events of 201 |-
‘ NOAA Climate Services
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Heavy Snow Blankest Anchorage, More Coming—
Alaska Dispatch

Heavy Snow Hits Colorado—Yahoo News
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http://www.google.org/publicalerts
http://blog.google.org/2012/01/public-alerts-now-on-google-maps.html
http://blog.google.org/2012/01/public-alerts-now-on-google-maps.html
http://www.climatewatch.noaa.gov/image/2012/top-10-u-s-climate-weather-events-of-2011
http://www.climatewatch.noaa.gov/image/2012/top-10-u-s-climate-weather-events-of-2011
http://www.alaskadispatch.com/article/heavy-snow-blankets-anchorage-region-more-coming
http://www.alaskadispatch.com/article/heavy-snow-blankets-anchorage-region-more-coming
http://news.yahoo.com/photos/heavy-snow-hits-colorado-1328296980-slideshow/

