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Heat is an Overlooked Issue

• The impacts are often invisible, 
delayed, or hard to quantify.

• Heat governance falls between 
the cracks at all levels of 
government.

• Heat affects marginalized groups 
the most, which by definition lack 
the means to act themselves or 
bring high level attention to the 
issue

• As with other disasters, we wait 
until it is too late rather than 
planning and preparing.

Buncombe County, NC- Days w/ max temp. > 90°F

3 days 32 days
77 days
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National Integrated Heat Health Information System (NIHHIS)

Understand decision context

Communicate and Build Capacity 

Enhance Solutions with ResearchImprove Observations and Predictions

Support Planning and ResponseCo-Develop Products and Tools

NIHHIS vision: A heat resilient nation empowered to 
effectively address extreme heat and its impacts.
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NIHHIS Interagency Working Group

Accomplishments and ongoing projects:  

• Developed the NIHHIS Portal with interagency 
information, resources, & heat predictions.

• Led 2 consecutive major national communications 
campaigns to promote public awareness of health 
impacts of extreme heat, and coordinated 
messaging among NIHHIS partner agencies.

• Developed tools and products including the Climate 
and Health Outlook and Heat and Health Tracker 

• Multiple pilot projects across the country 

• Leading development of the NIHHIS Strategic Plan
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NIHHIS Interagency Communications Group
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NIHHIS Urban Heat Island Mapping Campaigns
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NOAA Climate & 
Equity Roundtable 
Pilots: Heat
● NOAA Regional Coordination Teams, 

RCSDs & NIHHIS piloted heat tabletop 
exercises in:

○ Las Vegas, NV
○ Phoenix, AZ
○ Charleston, SC
○ Miami, FL

● The tabletops span timescales 
including resilience; they are planned 
with community-based organizations 
that serve at-risk groups.

● Ex Action: shaded bus stops
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NIHHIS Work on Extreme Heat

The launch of Heat.gov spurred 
over 1050 news articles, 

reaching a potential audience of 
3.6 billion. 

Conducted Urban Heat Island 
mapping campaigns in 61 

communities

Communicated heat messages 
through 285,600 impressions on 

Twitter

20K awarded to 10 communities 
for innovative communications to 

at-risk populations

Developed 6 new tools/datasets 
to inform heat resilience

Featured congressionals,  7 
agency leaders and reached 

nearly 1,000 attendees.
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Heat.gov
The premier source of heat and health 
information for the nation

Morgan Zabow, Hunter Jones, Richard Glupker, Dan Pisut, Juli Trtanj, Kim McMahon, Paul Schramm David Herring
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Heat.gov- Launched July 2022
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Current Conditions and Future Outlooks
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Heat.gov 
Featured 
Tools
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Planning & 
Preparing 
for 
Extreme 
Heat
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Upcoming for NIHHIS in 2023

• Social Media Heat Safety 
Awareness campaign (May)

• 2023 UHI campaigns (Summer)
• Release of the NIHHIS Strategic 

and Implementation Plan 
• International UHI campaign 

(Winter)
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Thank you!

Contact: morgan.zabow@noaa.gov 
NIHHIS Twitter: @HeatGov
Subscribe to our newsletter on Heat.gov 

mailto:morgan.zabow@noaa.gov

