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Background

✔ NCEP centers such as NHC and WPC have for a few years prepared “Key Messages” 
(KM) value-added products informed from official outlooks and information

✔ CPC outlined how the KM concept could be utilized with respect to climate 
prediction events during 2022-2023

✔ The objective of the activity is to provide impact-focused, concise, key information 
for potential upcoming events in a simple, easy to understand format

✔ CPC coordinates and collaborates closely with the NWS regions (i.e., ROCs, regional 
CSPMs, WFO focal points), WPC, NWC and other NWS core partners before 
releasing any KM or social media (SM) information



Climate Key Messages – Two Types  

(a) A high risk of hazardous conditions depicted in the HAF and so substantial impacts are likely

(b) A moderate risk of hazardous conditions depicted in the HAF with the potential for substantial 
impacts depending on regional factors such as antecedent conditions, time of year, etc.

(1) Week-2 U.S. Hazards Outlook (HAF)



Climate Key Messages – Two Types  
(2) Week 2-4 Pattern Change (PATC)

(c) A pattern change is forecast with high confidence during the Week 2-4 target period 
✔ That can either result in significant impacts or a change in regional operations
✔ Such pattern changes may be indicated by the Week-2 or Week 3-4 T/P outlooks, 

500-hPa heights outlooks and/or teleconnection indices



CPC Key Message – January 11, 2024 

✔ Automated and configured  
processing to create 
customized graphics as needed

✔ Utilizing CPC operational 
products for regional and 
hazard type / impacts specifics



“1 NWS” Key Messaging – June - July 2023

First release: June 7, 2023
CPC

Hand off: June 15, 2023
CPC 🡺 WPC

Next event: June 22, 2023
WPC 🡺 CPC

Daily coordination with WPC



“1 NWS” Key Messaging – July - August 2023

Cascading 
Hazards 
can occur

Extreme heat, 
rapid onset 
drought



Key Message Availability

Key Messages are provided on the CPC Home Page 
under “Climate News” (when active) Any updates 
and the date of the update are also noted under 

“Climate News”

Key Messages are also released on X and Facebook for 
greater uptake

cpc.ncep.noaa.gov
@NWSCPC

facebook.com/NWSCPC/

KMs are released on X and Facebook as well as on the CPC website



Feedback, Coordination, Process and Audience

✔ CPC KMs have received positive feedback overall for clear and helpful messaging
✔ KM related products have been used and shared by other federal, state and local level government, WFOs, local 

meteorologists and have appeared in major media outlet platforms (TV, social media, web, print)
✔ Improved coordination and collaboration with NWS regions, national centers (WPC, NWC, SPC, etc.)

Challenges Remain:
1. How best to optimize resources and maximize efficiency of the KM product desk and other IDSS 
related tasks that are steadily increasing

2. KM release timing for maximized usage by the NWS field at required times

3. Additional objective criteria could aid process, but not as easy as it would first appear

4. Continued difficulties in matching content/language of product that reaches many types of audiences
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