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An intense low pressure system brought strong winds and blizzard
conditions to northwest lowa on March 19th. Early morning
thunderstorms produced pea to quarter sized hail across central lowa
with small hail covering the ground in some locations. Northwest lowa
quickly transitioned over to snow, including thundersnow, with
visibility and road conditions quickly deteriorating. Winds across the
area, even outside the snow areas, gusted 45-55+ mph, including a 62
mph gust in Carroll. A band of 6-12"+ fell across northwest lowa with
heaviest amounts of 12-14" reported in Kossuth County.

Snow Reports

\ :ﬁ 19-20 March 2025 - IEM Snowfall Total Analysis

L J Snowfall totals till 8 AM 20 March 2025 from NWS COOP, LSR, CoCoRaHS Reports; IEM 2024-2025 Winter Storm #18
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Click image to view interactive storm report map.


https://www.weather.gov/source/crh/snowmap.html?zoom=7&lat=41.98&lon=-93.74&hr=24

Strong Winds
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Above: Power outages due to strong wind and heavy snow.

At right: Initial snowfall and sky have a distinct brown ¢ |
appearance due to dust and dirt that had been blown all the ==

way from Texas and into the Midwest. This feature was clearly ~ Brown sky and snow viewed in Thornton,
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Satellite Imagery

W At Left: GOES “Geo Color”
| imagery showing a swath of
dust (yellow outlined area)
from Texas into the Midwest

&
33 on 3/19/25.

At Right: GOES “True Color” imagery
showing the swath of snow across the
Midwest, from KS/NE/IA/WI on 3/20/25.

Impacts

Dangerous travel conditions were widespread, affecting a corridor from Kansas to
Nebraska, lowa, and into Wisconsin. DOTs across the Midwest, including lowa,
designated several roadways as “Travel Not Advised” with zero visibility and drifting
snow making for impassable conditions.
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