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Dedication

This program is dedicated to all
those who gave of their hearts to
help neighbors and strangers
during this time of devastation.

photo courtesy of The Flint Journal



1953 Beecher Tornado
Anniversary

Wreath Laying Ceremony

June 8, 2003
Beecher Tornado Monument

12:00 noon



Program

Welcome John West
American Red Cross

Colors Presentation Genesee Co. Firefighter
Association Color Guard

Invocation Rev. Leonard Marks
Faith Christian Church of Montrose

Opening Remarks Honorable Rick Hammel
Genesee Co. Board of Commissioners

Bag Piper George Murray

Laying of the Wreath Ron Sekelsky
Tom Gensel Jr.

Benediction Rev. Leonard Marks

Closing Remarks John West
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Name Age

Baird, Mrs. Virginia R. 25
Ballentine, James H. 54
Bean, Mrs. Rose A. 24
Berdan, Sharon K. 10
Blight, Wesley J. 58
Bolin, Alecicea C. 8
Bolin, Terry L. 4
Bonneville, Mrs. Verna N. 67
Boone, Daniel R. 6 mo.
Boone, Jessie I. 2
Brink, Carl L. 23
Brooks, Carl T. 47
Burgess, Linda J. 5
Clifford, David A. 3
Coons, Mrs. Jean 24
Cooper, Harry E. 67
Cramer, Cherlyn E. 4
Cramer, Mrs. Dorothy M. 25
Crawford, Dale A. 6 mo.
Deese, Henry C. 23
DeForiest, William H. 73
Deneen, Mrs. Marjorie 31
Dipzinski, James P. 18
Dunning, Jerome W. 62
Eckert, Walter 52
Fender, Patricia 17
France, William D. 6



continued

Name Age

Gatica, Celia 20
Gatica, John R. 2
Gatica, Maryanne 3
Gatica, Sally A. 4
Gauthier, Sherley M. 12
Gensel, Judith A. 6
Gensel, Kathleen L. 4
Gensel, Kenneth R. 5 mo.
Gensel, Thomas R. 2
Gensel, Mrs. Venessa O. 26
Ginter, Rayford P. 14
Goodhand, Andrew A. 39
Goodhand, Frederick W. 15
Goss, Walter J. 11
Hamlin, Lovell J. 48
Hammond, Joan 19
Hammond, Joseph E. 10 mo.
Harger, Lorraine C. 10 mo.
Harger, Mrs. Shirley J. 22
Harmon, Clyde D. 62
Harvey, Mrs. Jessie V. 49
Hedger, Mrs. Alice 40
Hedger, Charlotte 3
Hedger, Katherine A. 5
Hernandez, Carmen 9
Hill, Mrs. Kathryn I. 23
Hipkins, Mrs. Jennie E. 69
Holdorph, Mrs. Elsie M. 35
Holdorph, Phyllis 7
Hutson, Mrs. Frances L. 30
Hutson, Michael R. 7
Hutson, Patricia D. 8
Jimmenez, Diana 7
Johnson, Carol A. 11
Kane, Mrs. Nora K. 60
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Name Age

Kane, John E. 29
Kilgore, Andrea J. 18 mo.
Kilgore, Dale W. 11
Kilgore, Danny E. 5
Kilgore, Mrs. Helen I. 31
Kreh, Diane C. 2
Kroska, Mrs. Helen V. 40
Manych, Mrs. Frances 44
Mathews, Donald E. 36
Miles, Ellen M. 11
Miles, Roy L. Jr. 7
Miles, Roy L. Sr. 40
Morse, Mrs. Flornce A. 59
Morse, George 62
Morse, Vern L. 25
Nighswander, Mrs. Myrtle E. 65
Oaks, Mrs. Myrtle 59
Parr, Barbara 12
Parr, Robert 10
Parr, Robert W. 34
Pendergrass, Carol L. 5
Pendergrass, Harry A. 29
Pfeiffer, Cheryl A. 4
Platt, Charles J. 56
Powell, Mrs. Leona 25
Quinn, Carol 17
Quinn, Donna 13
Quinn, Joseph L. 49
Quinn, Mrs. Loretta M. 44
Rhodes, Mrs. Bernice 46
Robinson, Barbara 4
Robinson, Lorne M. 39
Ross, Angus 65
Ross, Thomas H. 60
Sekelsky, Paul 38
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Name Age

Shreve, Diane M. 1
Sommers, Wayne E. 28
Stoops, Glen E. 33
Sunday, Carol A. 16
Tuttle, Barbara 20
Tuttle, Diane 2
Tuttle, Herschel C. 43
Tuttle, Marjorie 10
Tuttle, Mrs. Martha 42
Vaughn, Jeanne W. 9
Vaughn, Mrs. Muriel L. 29
Vaughn, Patricia J. 8
Walters, Ronald J. 15
Willey, Dudley E. 80
Willey, Mrs. Mary A. 69
Worges, Mrs. Clara E. 57
Yazanko, Mrs. Alma E. 25
Yazanko, Dottie J. 5
Yazanko, Garry D. 2

Lapeer County
Irish, Loren 37

“I ran an errand for my mother and then proceeded to drive to
Pat Fender’s house, arriving there about 8:20 p.m. The sky had already
darkened considerably by the time I arrived at Pat’s home. Only moments
later, we went to the front window of the living room to see the wind and
lightning and hear, of course, the noise. Seconds later the rear window of
the living room blew in and scattered glass all over the carpet. We hit the
floor face down, side-by-side with our arms wrapped tightly around each
other as if in one final loving embrace. The next thing I knew, I regained
consciousness about 100 feet from where the house had been. I never
found Pat nor saw her again. I thank Pat for the few years we had together
and cherish the happy memories I have of her. She will everlastingly be
in my heart and on my mind and in my memory, always 17 years old.”
Leonard Brush, Beecher High School class of 1952 (Pittsburgh, Pa.)



Salvation Army News
The War Cry for July 18, 1953 (page 18)

SalSalSalSalSalvvvvvation Aration Aration Aration Aration Armmmmmy Wy Wy Wy Wy Wins High Prins High Prins High Prins High Prins High Praise Faise Faise Faise Faise For Ror Ror Ror Ror Relief Job inelief Job inelief Job inelief Job inelief Job in
Flint DisasFlint DisasFlint DisasFlint DisasFlint Disastttttererererer

FLINT, Mich. - Just
twenty minutes after the recent
tornado struck this city.  The Sal-
vation Army was on the job help-
ing to search for the dead and in-
jured persons and serving food
and drink to the homeless survi-
vors.  Officers and soldiers toiled
in drenching rain throughout the
night.

Major Russell Crowell,
commanding officer of the Flint
Citadel Corps, writes that the dev-
astation wrought was indescrib-
able.

The day after the twister
hit, the Major visited the city hos-
pital to comfort and pray with the
injured and their relatives.

A large tent was erected
near the demolished Beecher High
School as a central supply depot.
Five mobile canteens covered the
entire stricken area serving coffee
and doughnuts to rescue crews.

Between 70 and 80 work-
ers labored four days and nights
without let-up.  In one day the
canteen served 112 pounds of



SalSalSalSalSalvvvvvation Aration Aration Aration Aration Armmmmmyyyyy...............

wieners, 75 pounds of  cold meat,
150 dozen doughnuts and 4,000
sandwiches, plus gum, bakery
goods, soft drinks, coffee and
many gallons of  hot soup.

Salvationists worked all
night to sort and prepare for dis-
tribution 15 tons of clothing re-
ceived from Detroit.  “Appeals
were made on the radio for bed
linens and blankets, and the re-
sponse was tremendous,” Major
Crowell said.

Assisting in the relief ef-
fort were 25 trucks sent from the
Flint Men’s Social Center as well
as station wagons from the sur

rounding corps.
Capt. Lawrence Neehan

of  the Michigan State Police cited
The Salvation Army for their
“splendid” work during the tor-
nado emergency.

“They have been on the
job 24 hours a day in the disaster
area,” Capt. Neehan said.  “Major
Crowell and his workers have been
particularly helpful to police and
firemen and countless other vol-
unteers.”

The governor of  Michi-
gan, the mayor of  Flint, and the
civil defense administrators gave
high praise of  the Army’s service.

photo courtesy of The Flint Journal



Red Cross
Tornado Relief

According to an article in the
August 1953 edition of the General
Motors Folks, “The roaring tornado
which swept the Beecher area of
Flint on the night of Monday, June
8, killing 115 and injuring more than
650 persons, had scarcely gone its
destructive way before the Red Cross
was in action.”

Food, clothing, shelter and medical care was immediately
provided and Red Cross volunteers from around the country be-
gan flying into Flint to help with the disaster relief operation.

“Even before the extent of the disaster was realized, Red
Cross had two food canteens set up at the stricken area and two
temporary shelters for the homeless,” according to General Mo-
tors Folks.

The article states that, “once past the emergency phase, the
Red Cross turned to rehabiltation.  The tornado had demolished
307 houses and damaged 122 others.  Caseworkers  ...interviewed
victims.  They visited morgues and hospitals, inspected the disas-
ter area, talked to victims and checked with Flint social agencies.
Everywhere they determined immediate rehabilitation needs and,
where needed provided prompt assistance ... Red Cross operations
in Flint were typical.  They represented ‘the helping hand’ of thou-
sands of generous people.

“Gener“Gener“Gener“Gener“General Moal Moal Moal Moal Motttttororororors fs fs fs fs folkolkolkolkolks in ts in ts in ts in ts in the the the the the tororororornado arnado arnado arnado arnado area willea willea willea willea will
alwalwalwalwalwaaaaayyyyys rs rs rs rs remember hoemember hoemember hoemember hoemember how tw tw tw tw the Amerhe Amerhe Amerhe Amerhe American Rican Rican Rican Rican Red Cred Cred Cred Cred Crossossossossoss
came tcame tcame tcame tcame to to to to to them in them in them in them in them in their hour of gheir hour of gheir hour of gheir hour of gheir hour of grrrrreateateateateatesesesesest need.t need.t need.t need.t need.”””””

-Gener-Gener-Gener-Gener-General Moal Moal Moal Moal Motttttororororors Fs Fs Fs Fs Folkolkolkolkolks,s,s,s,s,
monthly magazine  August 1953
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An article in The Flint Journal from December 8, 1953 de-
scribes the helping hand that residents received from the Red Cross.
According to the article, “The American Red Cross donated assis-
tance on the basis of need following a general national formula
which varied according to the case.  The case differences are myriad
and (at this time) involve such things as the physical state of mem-
bers of the family, whether someone is capable of supporting the
family, and assets of the stricken family, such as insurance, savings
or grants from other sources.”

One of the cases listed in The Flint Journal describes the
financial assistance received by the Jensen family.

“Mr. and Mrs. Clifford Jensen, 1099 W. Coldwater Rd., and
two unmarried children:  Their net loss was $6,236 after subtract-
ing $9,000 worth of insurance... Food and clothing from the Red
Cross totaled $187 and the organization gave them $1,246 for their
house.  In addition, the Red Cross paid a medical bill of $161.50
for injuries received by Mrs. Jensen for which she was hospitalized
for six weeks.  Jensen is employed at Buick.”

According to The Flint Journal, the American Red Cross
spent $590,533 in the Flint area after the deadly tornado but Red
Cross relief did not stop after 1953.  Today, led by over 600 volun-
teers and 23 employees, the Genesee-Lapeer Chapter annually pro-
vides relief to local families affected by over 200 disasters, trains
over 17,000 people in lifesaving skills and exchanges over 500 emer-
gency messages for U.S. military service personnel and their fami-
lies.  The Chapter also assists over 1800 clients with an emergency
medical or dental need.

The American Red Cross Genesee-Lapeer Chapter is con-
tinually at work in our community providing lifesaving programs
and services.  To find out more, call (810) 257-0748.



Are You Ready for a
Tornado?
Here’s what you can do to prepare for such an
emergency
Prepare a Home Tornado Plan

 Pick a place where family
members could gather if a tor-
nado is headed your way.  It
could be your basement or, if
there is no basement, a center
hallway, bathroom, or closet on
the lowest floor.  Keep this place
uncluttered.

  If you are in a high-rise build-
ing, you may not have enough
time to go to the lowest floor.
Pick a place in a hallway in the
center of the building.

Assemble a Disaster Supplies Kit
containing

  First aid kit and essential
medications.

  Canned food and can opener.
  At least three gallons of wa-

ter per person.
  Protective clothing, bedding,

or sleeping bags.
  Battery-powered radio, flash-

light, and extra batteries.
  Special items for infant, eld-

erly, or disabled family mem-
bers.

  Written instructions on how
to turn off electricity, gas, and
water if authorities advise you
to do so.  (Remember, you’ll
need a professional to turn natu-
ral gas service back on.)

Conduct periodic tornado
drills so everyone remembers
what to do when a tornado is
approaching.

Stay tuned for storm warnings
 Listen to your local radio and
TV stations for updated storm
information.

 Know what a tornado
WATCH and WARNING
means:
  A tornado WATCH means
a tornado is possible in your
area.
  A tornado WARNING
means a tornado has been
sighted and may be headed for
your area.  Go to safety imme-
diately.

Tornado WATCHES and
WARNINGS are issued by
county or parish.



TTTTTororororornado ...nado ...nado ...nado ...nado ...

When a tornado WATCH is
issued --

 Listen to your local radio and
TV stations for further updates.

     Be alert to changing weather
conditions.  Blowing debris or
the sound of an approaching
tornado may alert you.  Many
people say it sounds like a
freight train.

When a tornado WARNING is
issued --

 If you are inside, go to the safe
place you picked to protect your-
self from glass and other flying
objects.  The tornado may be
approaching your area.

 If you are outside, hurry to
the basement of a nearby sturdy
building or lie flat in a ditch or
low-lying area.

 If you are in a car or mobile
home, get out immediately and
head for safety (as above).

After the tornado passes --
 Watch out for fallen power lines
and stay out of the damaged
area.

Listen to theradio for informa-
tion and instructions.

 Use a flashlight to inspect
your home for damage.

 Do not use candles at any
time.

What to do when thunder-
storms approach:

Move to a sturdy building.

If too far from shelter, find a

low spot away from trees, fences
and poles, but not in a place sub-
ject to flooding.  If you are boat-
ing or swimming, get to land and
shelter immediately.

If you feel your skin tingle or

hair stand on end, lightning may
be about to strike.  Squat low to
the ground on the balls of your
feet.  Place your hands on your
knees with your head between
them.  Minimize contact with
the ground.

Telephone lines and metal

pipes can conduct electricity.
Unplug appliances not necessary
for receiving weather informa-
tion.  Use telephones only in an
emergency.

photo courtesy of The Flint Journal



PrPrPrPrProgogogogogrrrrramamamamam
June 8, 2003 - 1:0June 8, 2003 - 1:0June 8, 2003 - 1:0June 8, 2003 - 1:0June 8, 2003 - 1:0

WWWWWelcomeelcomeelcomeelcomeelcome John McMJohn McMJohn McMJohn McMJohn McM
CommerCommerCommerCommerCommercial Wcial Wcial Wcial Wcial W

NNNNNational Antational Antational Antational Antational Anthemhemhemhemhem TTTTTina Fina Fina Fina Fina Fielderielderielderielderielder-G-G-G-G-G

InInInInInvvvvvocationocationocationocationocation MaMaMaMaMajor Bujor Bujor Bujor Bujor Bu
SalSalSalSalSalvvvvvation Aration Aration Aration Aration Armmmmm

NNNNNational Wational Wational Wational Wational Weateateateateather Serher Serher Serher Serher Servicevicevicevicevice DrDrDrDrDr. Joseph Sc. Joseph Sc. Joseph Sc. Joseph Sc. Joseph Schhhhh
DirDirDirDirDirectectectectector Sor Sor Sor Sor Stttttororororor

FFFFFederederederederederal Emeral Emeral Emeral Emeral Emergggggency Managency Managency Managency Managency Management Aement Aement Aement Aement Agggggencyencyencyencyency Ed BuikEd BuikEd BuikEd BuikEd Buikema,ema,ema,ema,ema,
DirDirDirDirDirectectectectectororororor, R, R, R, R, Region 5egion 5egion 5egion 5egion 5

AmerAmerAmerAmerAmerican Rican Rican Rican Rican Red Cred Cred Cred Cred Crossossossossoss RRRRRacacacacachel Zhel Zhel Zhel Zhel Z
Community OCommunity OuCommunity OCommunity OuCommunity O

BeecBeecBeecBeecBeecher Ther Ther Ther Ther Tororororornado Surnado Surnado Surnado Surnado Survivvivvivvivvivorororororsssss YYYYYvvvvvonne (Jonne (Jonne (Jonne (Jonne (J
LeonarLeonarLeonarLeonarLeonard d d d d 

RRRRReading of teading of teading of teading of teading of the Nhe Nhe Nhe Nhe Names of tames of tames of tames of tames of the Deceasedhe Deceasedhe Deceasedhe Deceasedhe Deceased CommemorCommemorCommemorCommemorCommemoratioatioatioatioatio

BenedictionBenedictionBenedictionBenedictionBenediction MonsignoMonsignoMonsignoMonsignoMonsigno
PPPPPasasasasasttttter Ser Ser Ser Ser St. Piut. Piut. Piut. Piut. Piu

Closing RClosing RClosing RClosing RClosing Remaremaremaremaremarkkkkksssss John McMurJohn McMurJohn McMurJohn McMurJohn McMurrrrrr



PrPrPrPrProgogogogogrrrrramamamamam
8, 2003 - 1:00 pm8, 2003 - 1:00 pm8, 2003 - 1:00 pm8, 2003 - 1:00 pm8, 2003 - 1:00 pm

John McMurJohn McMurJohn McMurJohn McMurJohn McMurrrrrraaaaayyyyy
CommerCommerCommerCommerCommercial Wcial Wcial Wcial Wcial Weateateateateather Serher Serher Serher Serher Servicesvicesvicesvicesvices

TTTTTina Fina Fina Fina Fina Fielderielderielderielderielder-Gibson-Gibson-Gibson-Gibson-Gibson

MaMaMaMaMajor Bukiejor Bukiejor Bukiejor Bukiejor Bukiewiczwiczwiczwiczwicz
SalSalSalSalSalvvvvvation Aration Aration Aration Aration Armmmmmy County Commandery County Commandery County Commandery County Commandery County Commander

DrDrDrDrDr. Joseph Sc. Joseph Sc. Joseph Sc. Joseph Sc. Joseph Schaefhaefhaefhaefhaefererererer
DirDirDirDirDirectectectectector Sor Sor Sor Sor Stttttorororororm Prm Prm Prm Prm Prediction Centediction Centediction Centediction Centediction Centererererer

t At At At At Agggggencyencyencyencyency Ed BuikEd BuikEd BuikEd BuikEd Buikema,ema,ema,ema,ema,
DirDirDirDirDirectectectectectororororor, R, R, R, R, Region 5egion 5egion 5egion 5egion 5

RRRRRacacacacachel Zaghel Zaghel Zaghel Zaghel Zagarararararoliolioliolioli
Community OutrCommunity OutrCommunity OutrCommunity OutrCommunity Outreaceaceaceaceach & Educationh & Educationh & Educationh & Educationh & Education

YYYYYvvvvvonne (Jacabson) Heronne (Jacabson) Heronne (Jacabson) Heronne (Jacabson) Heronne (Jacabson) Herrrrrrononononon
LeonarLeonarLeonarLeonarLeonard Brd Brd Brd Brd Brushushushushush

eceasedeceasedeceasedeceasedeceased CommemorCommemorCommemorCommemorCommemoration Committation Committation Committation Committation Committeeeeeeeeee

Monsignor RicMonsignor RicMonsignor RicMonsignor RicMonsignor Richarharharharhard J. Grd J. Grd J. Grd J. Grd J. Groshekoshekoshekoshekoshek
PPPPPasasasasasttttter Ser Ser Ser Ser St. Pius Xt. Pius Xt. Pius Xt. Pius Xt. Pius X

John McMurJohn McMurJohn McMurJohn McMurJohn McMurrrrrraaaaayyyyy



NNNNNational Wational Wational Wational Wational Weateateateateather Serher Serher Serher Serher Servicevicevicevicevice

The roots of  the National Weather Service in Southeast Lower
Michigan can be traced back to 1870 at Detroit.  Under orders of  Presi-
dent Ulysses Grant, the U.S. Signal Service was established, under the
War Department, to take observations in Downtown Detroit.  In Oc-
tober 1890, Congress passed the bill that created the Weather Bureau,
which was then placed under the Department of  Agriculture.  Then in
June 1940, the Weather Bureau was transferred to the Department of
Commerce.  This was followed in 1970 by the formation of  the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and the chang-
ing of  the name from Weather Bureau to National Weather Service.
Through the 1970s and 80s, the NWS maintained local offices in De-
troit, Flint, and Ann Arbor.  But, by 1994, with the arrival of
new technology, the
three offices were co-
located into a new facil-
ity in the northern Oak-
land County commu-
nity of  White Lake.

Today, the
NWS White Lake
Weather Forecast Of-
fice, are a world class
team of  23 multi-disci-
plined professionals, utilizing cutting edge science and technology, whose
primary mission is to issue accurate and timely warnings and forecasts
for the protection of  life and property.  In addition, NWS provides
quality meteorological and hydrological forecasts for the public, avia-
tion, marine, and other agencies covering 17 counties in southeast Michi-
gan.

The NWS has a long legacy of  forecasting life-threatening
weather events.  The birth of  tornado watches and warnings started
with an accurate tornado forecast in March 1948 at Tinker Air Force
Base in Oklahoma. The successful Air Force program eventually led to
the Weather Bureau establishment of  a severe weather unit in March



NNNNNational Wational Wational Wational Wational Weateateateateather Serher Serher Serher Serher Services...vices...vices...vices...vices...

1952.  The “Severe Weather Bul-
letins” this unit issued were the
forerunner of  today’s watches.
The June 8, 1953 Weather Bureau
forecast, as read in that
afternoon’s Flint Journal, in-
cluded thunderstorms that
evening with hail and strong
winds to over 50 mph.  Later that
afternoon, the Weather Bureau

issued a “Severe Weather Bulletin”, outlining eastern Lower Michigan
and northern Ohio as the threat area for severe thunderstorms and
tornadoes – an amazing forecast considering the infancy of  the sci-
ence.  Today, this unit of  forecasters is known as the NWS Storm Pre-
diction Center and is located in Norman, Oklahoma.

The stage was set for storm-specific warnings in southeast Michi-
gan with the introduction of  radar technology in the 1950s.  The first
weather radar in southeast Michigan, a model WSR3, was commissioned
at Detroit Metro Airport  in 1957 – but was used mostly for aviation
purposes.  This was later replaced in 1961 with a more modern WSR57
model that could be better used for severe weather warnings.  By 1994,
the latest generation of  weather radars, the WSR-88D NEXRAD Dop-
pler Radar, was built at the NWS Weather Forecast Office in White
Lake, MI and remains in use today.

photo courtesy of
The Flint Journal
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The Michigan Emer-
gency Management Act of 1990
stipulates that each county shall
appoint an emergency manage-
ment coordinator to be respon-
sible for disaster preparedness.

The Office of Emergency
Management carries out a wide
variety of tasks; however the over-
all mission of the department
can be summarized in four cat-
egories: mitigation, prepared-
ness, response and recovery.

The purpose of mitiga-
tion is to prevent disasters from
happening, or if the disaster can-
not be prevented, to minimize its
effects on the community.  Miti-Miti-Miti-Miti-Miti-
gggggationationationationation comes in many forms,
from public education to flood
plain management.

The second phase of
emergency management is prprprprpre-e-e-e-e-
parparparparparednessednessednessednessedness.  We know that not all
disasters can be prevented, so the
community must be prepared to
respond and recover from disas-
ters when they occur.  In order
to prepare, the director of EM
identifies public and private re-
sources throughout the commu-
nity that can be drawn upon in
the event of disaster.  Organiza-

tions are matched with tasks that
would need to be performed.
Policy is developed in the form
of an Emergency Operations
Plan (also known as Emergency
Action Guidelines).

In simple terms, the
Emergency Operations Plan or
Emergency Action Guidelines
describe who is responsible for
doing what during a disaster.
Other emergency plans and pro-
cedures are developed to support
these Plans.  A resource manual
is also prepared which lists
people, equipment supplies and
services that may be needed in a
disaster situation.  County, city
township, state and federal re-
sources are listed, along with
available private resources.  Site-
specific emergency plans are de-
veloped for industrial locations
and facilities.  The Office of
Emergency management also as-
sists businesses and other facili-
ties in the county with the devel-
opment of their own emergency
plans.  Also, training of emer-
gency response personnel is a big
part of the preparedness.

RRRRResponseesponseesponseesponseesponse is taking
proper action when a disaster
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occurs.  This may include such
things as public warnings, search
and rescue, fire fighting, emer-
gency medical care, evacuation
and sheltering, and damage as-
sessment.

The response required is
determined by the event.
Whether the disaster is a flood,
tornado, chemical release, air-
plane crash, or some other type
of incident, the Emergency Op-
erations Center is activated.  The
Emergency Operations Center
is where local officials gather to
coordinate disaster response and
recovery efforts.  The director of
Emergency Management is re-
sponsible for maintaining the
readiness of this facility.  Train-
ing exercises are regularly con-
ducted to test the Emergency
Operations Plan and Emergency
Operations Center.

Dedicated people, many
of who are volunteers, carry out
disaster response in the commu-
nity.  The director of EM works
to coordinate their activities in
an attempt to ensure the most
effective response for the com-
munity.

RRRRRecoecoecoecoecovvvvverererereryyyyy is the process
of bringing the communities
back to as good as or better than
it was before a disaster occurred.

  This includes detailed damage
assessment to determine com-
munity needs.  Recovery may in-
clude coordinating assistance
from the State of Michigan and
the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency.

Communicating infor-
mation to the public is one of the
most important tasks for the Of-
fice of Emergency Management
before, during and after a disas-
ter.

This includes providing
public education programs and
free printed material about di-
sasters, as well as the develop-
ment of warning and emergency
information systems.  County
and city public information of-
ficers work with local television,
radio, and newspaper organiza-
tions to assist in this effort.  The
disaster communications system
also includes a network of ham
radio operators.

For more information
about disasters, and Office of
Emergency Management, in
Lapeer County call 810-667-0242
or in Genesee County call 810-
257-3064.  You can also visit
www.mspemd.gov or
www.ready.gov
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Like Freights  (courtesy of The Flint Journal)
Robert Blue, 715 Washington St., Lapeer, and his wife, Alice, picked
Monday night to visit his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Hilton Blue, 1352
E. Coldwater Rd., and Robert’s sister, Mrs. Janet Dell, who lives
with her parents. He and his dad went out to the garage. They
heard the roar and saw the tornado coming. They ran into the
house and told everybody to get into the basement. ‘They started
to get into that corner,” Blue said, pointing. (It was easy to point
anywhere in the basement-the rest of the house was gone.) .’You
can see it’s just covered with stuff. But I told them to get over here.
My dad got hit on the back with this big beam, but wasn’t hurt
seriously. That’s the only thing that landed there. “The noise
sounded like two freight trains going over a trestle right over your
head; it was an ugly roar. My wife said the noise when the house
went was like a giant pencil sharpener working.”   Then Blue went
on looking for the watch that had just disappeared from his wife’s
wrist.



“I was a student at Beecher High School when the tornado struck. My
friend Bill Grant and I were walking home when we saw the tornado
coming. There was a ditch along side Alfred Street that had a tree that
had been cut off about 4 feet high. I told him to get on one side and I
would get on the other and we could lock arms. We laid there and watched
the funnel go by. We saw three houses get picked up completely intact,
they slowly rotated around and started to tilt when they were tilted about
45 degrees, they exploded into little pieces.”
Bill McNew:  Palm Springs, Calif.



FFFFFatatatatather Berher Berher Berher Berher Berkkkkkemeieremeieremeieremeieremeier
Born in

Massillion, Ohio on
November 28, 1911,
Henry Berkemeier was
the third of five children
of Henry and Mary
Berkemeier.  The family
moved to Jackson,
Michigan in 1918.

While attending
St. John High School, he
informed his parents that
he planned on joining
the seminary after grad-
uation.  After graduating
high school, he attended
Sacred Heart Seminary
in  Detroit and Mount St.
 Joseph Seminary in Norwood, Ohio.  He was ordained on June 3,
1939 by Bishop Joseph Albers in St. Mary Cathedral in Lansing.

At the time of the Flint Beecher tornado, he was stationed
at St. Francis Parish, located in the Beecher district.  To anyone
who knew him, it was no surprise that he was credited with the
idea and much of the success for the building bee that was christened
“Operation Tornado.”  He approached Jack Niles, business manager
and head of the painters union, as well as other local union leaders
to see what could be done to help the homeless tornado victims.
An organization meeting was called and union leaders, as well as
Flint Mayor Donald Riegle were invited to attend.  The response
was overwhelming.  On August 6, 1953, the mayor announced the
names of a 14 member special committee that was to organize a
two day home-building program to aid the tornado victims.
“Operation Tornado” was born to take place the weekend of August
29 and 30.  It took five thousand volunteers two days to rebuild the
community.



Fr. Berkemeier was never afraid of hard work, having worked for
the State of Michigan building roads while on summer breaks from
the seminary.  Because he wasn’t afraid of work, he pitched in and
helped with the rebuilding.

He was a quiet, generous soul.  If ever there was a need, he
was there to lend a hand. Not only was he there to rebuild houses,
but he was there to help with people deal with their loss of family
and property.  It was always said that he had a good heart.

Look magazine and the National Municipal League honored
Flint and its citizens by naming the city the “All-American City of
1953” for the project. Fr. Berkemeier accepted the Civitan
International Award in the name of all the volunteers who helped
bring relief to the tornado victims.  In addition he was given the
Valley Forge Freedom Award for his role in the effort.

It was especially difficult for him because of 22 of the 116
dead were from his parish.  He always had a difficult time talking
about this time in his life.  He never took credit for Operation
Tornado.  Instead he always maintained that it was the people of
Flint who deserved the accolades for what was done those two days.

Written by Jeannette Lienhart, Fr. Berkemeier’s niece

“It is like it was just yesterday. We could see a pretty cumulus
cloud off to the west as we were driving north on Saginaw Street
approaching Coldwater
Road. We arrived home around 8 p.m. The winds started blowing very
hard.

There were seven of us in the house. None of us had ever heard
a tornado but we all knew immediately what that noise was. I yelled “get
to the basement”
I called to Dad who had also came into the main part of the basement
and stood on the other side of the doorway we had just came through.
The scream of the tornado swas over our heads and the house was going.
It was crumbling away from the force of the winds and the other debris.
Then...suddenly, the entire house was gone. I looked up and saw paper
flying through the air.”

Richard McDermitt:  Okemos, Mi.
The McDermitt’s lived at 1100 E. Coldwater Road in 1953 where they
owned and operated McDermitt’s Bakery.



‘Terrible Walk’  (courtesy of The Flint Journal)
“I had to walk home from Dort Hwy., almost a mile, and I saw all those
houses smashed on the way home. My husband and four children were
in the house. The suspense was terrible; I never expected to find the
house with all of them alive inside. The house was moved off the
foundation and the refrigerator was in the basement of the house next
door.”  That’s how Mrs. Alfred Bennett, 1039 E. Coldwater Rd., found
her family. She was luckier than many. No member of the family was
injured seriously.



“I don’t remember a lot about the children I cared for that
summer, but I shall never forget five year old Davie.  I won’t forget
Davie.  His Mom and sister were killed, another sister was brought
to McLaren when he was and his Dad was in Hurley.  His sister left
the hospital before Davie regained consciousness.  His major inju-
ries were head trauma and a deep cut on one leg.

When Davie did regain consciousness, there began a battle
to get him to stay in bed.  That kid could get out of every restraint
you could come up with so we settled for him sleeping in an easy
chair in the hallway beside the nursing station.  But don’t think
you could get him to bed after he fell asleep in the chair!  The
slightest touch, and he would be awake.  He also wanted all fans
off, because the slightest breeze seemed to remind him of the storm.”

~ Virginia Stimer, McLaren Pediatric Nurse

photo courtesy of The Flint Journal

Freakish   (courtesy of The Flint Journal)
Harvey Turfus, 1141 E. Coldwater Rd.,  “This is something nobody will
ever forget who was in it,” Turfus said. “It’s a freak of a thing. Can’t
figure out how it left my house standing and levelled others all around
it.”



Dwelling Gone, Still
Find Joy  (courtesy of The
Flint Journal)

A man and wife poked
almost hopelessly through the
shambles of their demolished
home.

“We might as well put
a match to it,” said Norman
Smith, who lived at 1109 W.
Kurtz Avenue before the
tornado came.

“We could search for
four days and not find $10
worth left.”  His wife,
Beatrice, kept searching.
Only scattered wreckage
remained, but the Smiths
didn’t consider their lot
entirely misfortune.  For Mr. and Mrs. Smith and their four children,
at home when the disaster struck, all survived.  Six-year-old Michael
is still hospitalized with a concussion, and Smith limps, while many
near neighbors are dead.

photo courtesy of The Flint Journal



Friends of the Commemoration Ceremony
The members of the Beecher 50th Anniversary Tornado

Commemoration Committee, expresses our sincere appreciation
to the following persons, organizations, and businesses.  Each of
you have contributed to the success of this event.  Forever we will
treasure your kindness.

American Red Cross of Genesee & Lapeer
Armstrong, Kelvin, Beecher Schools Maintenance Supervisor
Bailey, Archie
Beecher Board of Education

Susan M. Hayes David Grant Jr. (Treasurer)
O.T. Perry Mary Rankins (President)
Jolena Sanders (Secretary) Jerry Skinner (V-President)
Robert Wilson Jr.

Beecher Fire Dept.  (Chief Zappa, Officers and Firefighters)
Charles Stewart Mott Foundation
Collinger, Sgt. Paul
Comcast
Community Foundation of Greater Flint
Cumulus Broadcasting
Dunning, Eugene W.,  In memory of his Grandfather
Eisinger, Duane , Tornado victim
Fielder-Gibson, Tina, Admin. Assistant to Sheriff Pickell
Flint Public Library
Genesee Co. Amateur Radio Emergency Services
Genesee Co. Association of Firefighters Honor Guard
Genesee Co. Board of Commissioners

Honorable Rick Hammel, Chairperson, District 8
Honorable Raynetta Speed, District 1
Honorable Floyd Clack, District 2
Honorable Ted Hammon, District 3
Honorable John Northrup, District 4
Honorable Miles Gadola, District 5
Honorable Fred Schaltz, District 6
Honorable Archie Bailey, District 7
Honorable Rose Bogardus, District 9



Friends of the Commemoration Ceremony

Genesee Co. Emergency Management Offices
Genesee Co. Motorcycle Patrol
Genesee Co. Radio Club
Genesee Co. Senior Citizen Anti-Crime (SCAN) volunteers
Heart of Senior Citizen Services - Mt. Morris
Jackson, Dr. Kenneth, Superintendent Beecher Schools
Kelly, Ken
Lapeer County Emergency Management Office
Lapeer County Amateur Radio Association
Lienhart, Jeannette
Mathews, Burt
Miles Martin Funeral Home
Mt. Morris Lioness Club
Mt. Morris Township Police Department
National Weather Services
Neely, Creda, Tornado victim
Reed, Gayle I
Root, Les
Sheriff Robert Pickell
Sloan Museum
Southeastern MI Chapter of the American Meteorological
Society
Stephens, Orville, Mt. Morris City Fire Department
Sysco Food Services of Detroit
The Flint Journal
The Tornado Project of Environment Films
The Salvation Army
Towns, Joyce A.
Tucker, Grace
Williamson, Patsy Lou
WFDF
WJRT TV-12, Flint

A special Thank You to all the volunteers who helped to make
this program memorable.



Beecher 50th Anniversary Commemoration Committee

Richard Pollman
National Weather Service

Grace Ranger
Emerg. Management  Genesee Co.

Mary Stikeleather
Emerg Management  Lapeer Co.

Tim Shickles
Sloan Museum

John West
American Red Cross

Ed Ronders
The Flint Journal

Willard Hotchkiss
The Salvation Army

1953 Beecher Tornado

Jim Neering
Citizen - Flushing

Grace Tucker
Flint Public Library

Sally Jaeger
Genesee Co. Historical Society

Donald J. Krapohl
Citizen - Mt. Morris Township

Rachel Zagaroli
American Red Cross

Gayle I. Reed
Heart of Senior Citizen Svs - Mt.
Morris Twp.

Communications &
Command Center

photos courtesy of
The Flint Journal
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