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PRESFR: The barometric pressure was falling very rapidly

SDF RADAR INDICATES HOOK ECHO 30 MI SW: A “hook echo” on radar is an indicator
of a possible tornado. The radar was probably seeing the Brandenburg F5.

TORNADO B31 JUST NORTH OF FIELD MOVG E: At 31 minutes after the hour, National
Weather Service officials witnessed the birth of the Louisville tornado as it touched down just
west of the State Fairgrounds.

TORNADO B31 E42 200 YDS NORTH OF ARPT MOVD E RB00 OCNL LTGICCG E PK
WND 24/73 AB30E41: The tornado began at 31 minutes after the hour 200 yards north of
Standiford Field, moved east, and disappeared from the view of the weather observer at 42 min-
utes after the hour. Rain began at the top of the hour and was continuing. There was occasional
lightning to the east of the airport. The strongest wind at the weather office was 84 miles per
hour at 24 minutes after the hour. Hail fell from 30 minutes to 41 minutes after the hour.
EARTHQUAKE FELT AT SDF: As if an F4 tornado wasn’t enough, we also had an earth-
quake! It was a 4.7 on the Richter Scale and was centered in southeast Illinois about 30 miles
southwest of Vincennes, Indiana.



