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North Carolina
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Issued By: WFO Morristown, TN
Contact Information: sr-mrx.webmaster@noaa.gov
● This product will be updated in the next week or sooner if drought conditions change significantly.  
● Please see all currently available products at https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements.
● Please visit https://www.weather.gov/mrx/DroughtInformationStatement for previous statements. 
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Morristown, TN

U.S. Drought Monitor
Link to the latest U.S. Drought Monitor for the NWS Morristown CWA

● Drought intensity and Extent
○ D4 (Exceptional Drought): None.
○ D3 (Extreme Drought): Parts of Plateau.
○ D2 (Severe Drought): Southeast Tennessee, 

Cherokee and Clay counties of North Carolina, 
and parts of the Cumberland Plateau.

○ D1 (Moderate Drought): Much of the northern 
Plateau, central and northeast Tennessee, and 
southwest Virginia.

○ D0: (Abnormally Dry): Parts of southwest 
Virginia and northeast Tennessee.

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/png/current/current_usdm.png&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1703789056340132&usg=AOvVaw1SlQseFJrSsPkrskAl60rJ
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Recent Change in Drought Intensity
Link to the latest 1-week change map for the Southern Appalachians

● Four Week Drought Monitor Class Change. 
○ Drought Worsened: None

 
○ No Change: Most places outside of the 

central and southern Valley

○ Drought Improved: Much of the area saw 
improved drought conditions due to the 
recent rains.



National Weather Service
Morristown, TN

Precipitation

● Closer to normal precipitation has been occurring.
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Temperature

● Temperatures have 
been slightly above 
normal during the past 
4 weeks.
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Summary of Impacts
Links: See/submit Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter

Hydrologic Impacts 
● Stream flows continue to be near normal for most locations.

Agricultural Impacts
● Soil moisture is near normal for agriculture. 

Fire Hazard Impacts
● Tennessee Forestry has reported little to no fire activity.

Other Impacts
● Stay tuned for future updates.

Mitigation Actions
● Please refer to your municipality and/or water provider for mitigation information.  Continue to abide 

by local burning bans and regulations.

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1703789057153101&usg=AOvVaw3fh5kYvrm0LoMbvsvYTFZF
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/46afe627bb60422f85944d70069c09cf&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1703789057153305&usg=AOvVaw22jUTJe3n3qfyjHmEXrM-_
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Hydrologic Conditions and Impacts

● Streamflows have 
improved over much of 
the area.

Image Caption: USGS 7 day average streamflow HUC map 
valid 12/27/2023.
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Agricultural Impacts

● Soil moisture has 
improved.

● Recent dry weather has 
resulted in some drier 
soil conditions over the 
past week.
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Fire Hazard Impacts

Latest TN Burn Ban map 
available here.

Latest VA Burn Ban map 
available here.

Latest NC Burn Ban 
information available here.

Link to Wildfire Potential Outlooks from the National Interagency Coordination Center.

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.tn.gov/tnwildlandfire/prevention/safe-debris-burning/burn-bans.html&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1703789058520511&usg=AOvVaw0XDL5yXqpkySnRrp6VMPq4
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.arcgis.com/apps/View/index.html?appid%3D616ec339e6ef42629ce19e10f8aadc29&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1703789058520838&usg=AOvVaw2sc4cTBlHskG1ZKjCCkBJQ
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.ncforestservice.gov/fire_control/fc_firesafetyoutdoors.htm&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1703789058521035&usg=AOvVaw0V0tBZXT2XUp8bJ5wqufGM
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.nifc.gov/nicc/predictive-services/outlooks&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1703789058523080&usg=AOvVaw3ImIYR-vpKzhIIkYHc-CRI
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Seven Day Precipitation Forecast

● Minimal precipitation is expected 
during the next 7 days.
○ A couple of systems will bring 

chances for light precipitation 
over the next week.
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Rapid Onset Drought Outlook
Links to the latest Climate Prediction Center 8 to 14 day Temperature Outlook and Precipitation Outlook.

● No rapid drought onset is expected.
● No significant risk of hazards in our area.

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/814day/814temp.new.gif&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1703789058968479&usg=AOvVaw0EIJqK4NKfY6Bdh1KMPB3D
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/814day/814prcp.new.gif&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1703789058968696&usg=AOvVaw35b50BMXTYHx8a61nU4NJO
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Long-Range Outlooks
The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

● Equal chances for above or 
below normal 
temperatures in January.
○ Periods of above 

normal and below 
normal temperatures 
are expected.

● We’ll be between below 
normal precipitation 
across the Ohio Valley and 
wetter than normal 
conditions across the 
Southeast U.S.

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1703789059818817&usg=AOvVaw1zagjXYtx0pqacPhgN3MiQ
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Drought Outlook
The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

● Drought conditions have been steadily 
improving across the region. They will 
continue to improve or persist, but not get 
worse.

Links to the latest:
Climate Prediction Center Monthly Drought Outlook 
Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Drought Outlook 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1703789060108807&usg=AOvVaw0AHEwkM3KFlEgVd4oM9Sv3
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/mdo_summary.php&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1703789060113151&usg=AOvVaw214O2-6KVIctqIdHIWVIij
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/sdo_summary.php&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1703789060113379&usg=AOvVaw0dzKWgj350EjJi0fW6bds5

