January 16 Winter Storm, 2003

This winter storm was primarily confined to southeast Missouri and western Kentucky. The storm hit
during the morning commute time on a weekday, so it had a major impact on traffic. The snow fell at the
rate of 1 to 2 inches per hour around the morning drive time. Many schools cancelled classes. By noon,
most of the accumulating snow had ended, leaving a blanket of 3 to 4 inches in most places. See the
snowfall graphic below. The Evansville Tri-State area and much of southern Illinois escaped the bulk of
the snow, with less than an inch north of Interstate 64. The snow was much slower to begin there, and its
timing had no effect on the morning commute.

Cold temperatures limited the effectiveness of salt used by road crews, and some minor blowing and
drifting occurred. Temperatures were in the 20's during the snowstorm, and around 10 by the morning
of the 17th. Refreezing of moisture occurred after dark, causing another round of accidents after the
snow had ended.

The snow was caused by a moderately strong upper level disturbance that moved east from the Plains,
then across Tennessee. A weak low pressure system followed about the same path, passing just south of
Missouri and Kentucky.

The snowfall graphic below shows storm total snowfall for Jan. 16, 2003.



. SHOWFLLL REPORTS TODRY..

ELACE COUNTY SHOWFALL
HOPKINSVILLE KY CHRISTIAN 2.5 INCHES
HWEW CCNCORD EKY CRALLOWAY 2.7 INCHES
WEW MADRID MO HWEW MADRID 4 INCHES
FRIEDHEIM MO CLPE GIRRRDELU 2 INCHES
CHARLESTON MO MISSISSIFFI 3 INCHES
EAST FRAIRIE MO MISSISSIFFI 5 INCHES
DEAFFENVILLE KY MARSHRLL 3 INCHES
PFEINCETON EY CALDWELL 3 INCHES
WILLIAMSVILLE MO WAYNE 3.5 INCHES
CLINTCH EY HICEMAN 4 INCHES
CENTRAL CITY KY MUHLENEBERG 3 INCHES
CARBONDALE IL JRCESON 2 INCHES
MAYFIELD KY GRAVES 4 INCHES
HAMLIN KY CRLLOWRY 4 INCHES
BENTON EKY MARSHALL 2.5 INCHES
BRADUCAH EY HMCCRACKEN 3.5 INCHES
CLLVERT CITY KY MARSHRLL 2.5 INCHES
MURRAY KY CALLOWAY 4 INCHES
CRANTON EY TRIGG 3 INCHES
ELKTCH EKY TODD 4 INCHES
HEERNDON KY CHRISTIAN 4 INCHES
ELLSINORE MO CRARTER 4 INCHES
FERRYVILLE MO FERRY 3 INCHES
VAN BUREN MO CLRTER 3 INCHES
DONIFPHRN MO RIFLEY 2 INCHES
SIEKESTON MO SCOTT 3 INCHES
JRCKSCN MO CRFE GIRARDERU 3 INCHES
CLPE GIRRRDELT MO CLPE GIRRRDELU 3-4 INCHES
AVA IL JRCESON 1 INCH
ULLIN IL PULASKEI 3 INCHES
MOUNDS CITY IL PULASKI 4 INCHES
ANNA IL UNION 3 INCHES
BARLOW EY BRLLARD 4 INCHES
CRIRC IL LRLEXANDER 4 INCHES
DEXTER MO STODDRRD 2 INCHES
EDDYVILLE IL FOFE 3 INCHES
HRRRISBURG IL SRLINE 1 INCH
MARTION KY CRITTENDON 3 INCHES
WAFPLPFELLO MO WAYNE 4-5 INCHES
GREENVILLE EKY HMUHLENBERG 4 INCHES
MORTCOHS GAFP KY HOPKINS 4 INCHES
STURGIS KY UNIOH 3 INCHES
CLAY EY WEESTER 2 INCHES
CRIRC EY HEWNDERSCH 2 INCHES
CWENSEORO KY DRVIESS 1 INCH
HATFIELD IN SFENCER 2 INCHES
EVANSVILLE IN VANDERBURGH 1 INCH
HWEWBURGH IN WARRICK 1 INCH

THANKS TO THE MEDIA...CCOPERATIVE CBSERVERS...AND SPOTTERS FOR
SENDING IN THEIR REPORTS.



The satellite photo below was taken on the morning after the snow. It shows a

wide area of snowcover, but much of southern lllinois escaped the snow.
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