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January 12-14, 2023 
Rain to Snow Transition

1. Snow Cover Across the 
Higher Terrain of WV

2. Cirrus clouds moving in



Event Synopsis
A strengthening area of low pressure would move 
up the Ohio Valley towards the region during the 
morning and afternoon hours on January 12th. 
Showers and isolated thunderstorms coinciding 
with this system would begin to work into the area 
near dawn, with an associated warm front located 
just north of the NWS Charleston forecast area, 
while the cold front resided further west. Favorable 
dynamics across the Mid-Ohio Valley would allow 
for some strong thunderstorms to develop, with 
several reports of hail received. Hail up to an inch 
in diameter was reported near Mineral Wells, WV. 
Thunderstorm activity would weaken throughout 
the day as it continued to shift eastward, with the 
main impacts being during the morning hours 
across the Mid-Ohio Valley. Many areas would 
however receive a soaking rain of up to an inch, if 
not more, with precipitation in advance of the cold 
front, amid gusty conditions at times.

Hail Reports Received on the Morning of Jan. 12th



Event Synopsis (Continued)
The cold front would progress across the region through the late 
evening hours on January 12th. Colder temperatures working in 
overnight following the passage of the front would allow post-frontal 
rain showers to transition to snow across some locations by dawn, 
mainly across the higher terrain, where up to an inch of snow was 
reported in a few locations. While it would take a while, rain showers 
across the lowlands would eventually transition to snow showers during 
the day on Friday as colder temperatures progressively filtered in. Snow 
showers would continue at times throughout Friday and into Saturday, 
courtesy of moisture off of the Great Lakes, combined with upslope flow. 
The most consistent and widespread snowfall would occur Friday 
evening until mid morning Saturday as an upper level low slowly 
traversed across the region. Snow shower activity would gradually 
diminish throughout Saturday, from northwest to southeast, following 
the exit of the upper low. Flurries would linger into Saturday night across 
portions of the mountains, but with little to no additional accumulation. 
Event total snowfall amounts were up to an inch or two across portions 
of the West Virginia lowlands, with 2-6”+ across the mountains and 
nearby surrounding higher terrain of Virginia and West Virginia.

January 13-14 Snowfall Totals (≥2”)



Much of the region received a soaking rain on 
January 12th, particularly across the Mid-Ohio Valley.

Precipitation Maps 

24-Hr Precipitation Ending at 7 AM Jan. 13 January 13-14 Event Total Snowfall  

CRW

PKB CKB

EKN

BKN

HTS

Snow amounts of 2-6”+ fell in the mountains and 
nearby surrounding higher terrain of VA and WV.


