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Floods in California

This California Flood Preparedness brochure
is to provide you with some helpful informa-
tion to increase your awareness of flooding

in California.

The resources provided in this brochure can
help you find flood insurance, find out if you
are in a FEMA mapped floodplain, and help
you become prepared in the event of
flooding.

Source: DWRs Hydrology and Flood Operations Office.

San Joaquin River flooding near Merced.
(January 1997)

www.water.ca.gov/ca-flood-preparedness/

Contact National Weather Service at:
11440 W. Bernardo Court, Suite 230
San Diego, CA 92127
Alexander.Tardy@noaa.gov
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Does Your Homeowner’s Insurance
Cover Floods?

¢ You might be surprised to find out it does
not cover floods.

¢ Find out more at www.floodsmart.gov

Source: DWRs Hydrology and Flood -Operations Office

Black Rascal Creek flooding near Merced (April 2006)

Types of Floods

¢ Flash Floods (excessive rainfall)
Levee or dam break
Debris flow and fire scars

River overflow and floodplains

Coastal inundation (surge and
tsunami)

Storm water and localized flooding

Alluvial fans or dry wash flooding

California Floods: Be Prepared, Be Aware

Turn Around Don’t Drown®

Car trapped in San Diego River in Mission Valley
overflow flooding, San Diego (December 2010)

tadd.weather.gov/

How Many Flood Facts
Do You Know?

A car can float in 18 inches of water.

| inch of flood water can cause damages
of $10,000.

$5.4 billion is the value of crops grown
in California floodplains.

[.4 million Californians live or work in
floodplains.

30 year averages show that flooding is

the number one natural hazard cause
of death.

Do You Need Flood Insurance?
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